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President’s Message

Dear Lewis University Graduate:
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From Alumni Relations

Dear Lewis University Graduate:
 
�ȁ�ƦƵǘƊǶǏ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�mƵɩǞȺ�ÇȁǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ��ǶɐǿȁǞ��ȺȺȌƧǞƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ��Ǐ˛ƧƵ�ȌǏ�ÇȁǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�

Advancement, we would like to congratulate you on your accomplishment and welcome 
you to the alumni family.  While you are a student for just a few short years, you are one 
of our alumni for life.  You are now a part of a community of over 53,000 proud alumni 
in over 45 countries that has, at its core, the Lewis Mission values of Knowledge, Fidelity, 

Wisdom, Justice and Association.
 Your passion for Lewis certainly does not 

have to stop today.  There are many ways to 
be involved with the University.  Whether it is 
networking at a Lewis event, volunteering to 
speak to a class or student group, or giving back 
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Prayer for Our Graduates
Leader:	 Gracious, Loving Lord,
	 Thank you for our graduates,
	 for inspiring them to apply their gifts and talents 
	 and to grow as individuals, 
	 as emerging professionals, 
	 and as engaged members of society.   
All:	 Thank you for encouraging them to enrich 
	 the Lewis University Community 
	 through their commitment to learning, 
	 and through their prayers, love and service.   

Leader:	 Bless them today with joy. 
	 Sustain them in the years to come with hope in you.
	 Encourage them with your grace,
	 to continue learning and growing,
	 to always seek the truth,
	 to become wiser and more compassionate,
	 to foster community in all places,
	 to serve those in need, 
	 and to work for peace and justice.
All:	 And finally, Lord, 
	 let them be assured that you are with them always. 		
	 Amen.

Leader: 	 Saint John Baptist de La Salle…
All:	 Pray for us!

Leader:	 Live Jesus in our hearts…
All:	 Forever!

�e National Anthem

The Encounter
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EVENING GRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 
FRIDAY, MAY 10, 7 P.M.

College of Education and Social Sciences
College of Business

Order of Ceremony
Processionals 

Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1 by Sir Edward William Elgar

University Marshal and Mace Bearer
Natalia Tapia, Ph.D., Professor, Justice, Law and Public Safety Studies

Saint John Baptist de La Salle Banner Bearer
Kelly G. Bleakley, ’24, M.A., School Counseling

Presentation of the Colors
mƵɩǞȺ�ÇȁǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ªƵȺƵȲɨƵ��Ǐ˛ƧƵȲ�ÀȲƊǞȁǞȁǐ�!ȌȲȯȺـ�ª�À!ف�!ȌǶȌȲ�JɐƊȲƮ

National Anthem 
The Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key

Brother Armand Alcazar, FSC, Ph.D., Professor, Theology (Retired)

Master of Ceremonies 
Christopher Sindt, Ph.D., Provost

Invocation
Arianna Amill-Ramos ’21, B.A., ’24, M.A., Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Word of Welcome 
Timothy Ferrarell ’79, B.A., ’83, M.B.A., Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

President’s Address 
David J. Livingston, Ph.D., President

Presentation of Candidates
Christopher Kline, Ph.D., Dean, College of Education and Social Sciences

Ryan D. Butt, D.B.A., J.D., Dean, College of Business

Hooding of Doctoral Degree Candidates  
Christopher Sindt, Ph.D., Provost

Dissertation Directors 

Conferral of Degrees
David J. Livingston, Ph.D., President

Alumni Association Welcome 
Kelly M. Kolton, B.A., ’17, M.B.A.

Lewis University Alumni Association  

Prayer for Our Graduates
Rev. Paul Novak, OSM, M.Div., University Chaplain & Campus Minister

Recessional 
Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1 by Sir Edward William Elgar

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 7 P.M.
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COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Department of Education
Doctor of Education

Naifa Hussein Alturi
Dissertation Title: 
The Effectiveness of the 
Transitional Bilingual Programs 
(TBE) on the Academic 
Achievement of Arab Students 
in the United States
Dissertation Directors: 
Dr. Sarah Risha and 

	 Dr. Erica Davila

Ann Marie Gifford
Dissertation Title: 
Literacy and Justice for All: 
Teacher Perception of Effective 
Reading Instruction
Dissertation Director: 
(Ȳخ�XɨƵɈɈƵ�(ɐƦǞƵǶ

Gerald Holmes
Dissertation Title: 
Teeing off Injustice: A Critical 
Examination of Black 
Representation and Exclusion 
in the Golf Industry
Dissertation Director: 
Dr. Erica Davila

Charlotte R. K4al 
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Master of Science

Nagavenkatasriramachandrasaiprasanth Achalla
Kanthi Rekha Allamsetty
Dinesh Kumar Appala
Nishant Arora
Sumanth Reddy Arra
Bala Ritish Kumar Atmakuri
Bharath Simha Reddy Avuthu
�ƦƮɐǶ�XȲǏƊȁ� ƊǞǐ
Mahesh Reddy Bareddy
Darinchuluun Bat Erdene
Anusha Batthina
Sukhender Reddy Beemidi
Pranish Reddy Bhavanam
Kavya Lakshmi Boyanapalli
Swapna Bungatavula
Vishwanth Reddy Bussu
Soumen Das
Kishore Dasari
Mani Sankarari
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MORNING GRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 9 A.M.

College of Nursing and Health Sciences 
College of Aviation, Science and Technology

Order of Ceremony
Processionals 
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COLLEGE OF 
NURSING AND 
HEALTH SCIENCES  
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AFTERNOON UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 1 P.M.

College of Aviation, Science and Technology
College of Humanities, Fine Arts and Communications



UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 2024
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EVENING UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 5 P.M.

College of Business





UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE CEREMONY 202416
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 5 P.M.
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Special Recognition

STUDENT LASALLIAN COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Each Commencement, a graduate is chosen to present the 

Lasallian Address as a representative of the undergraduate men 
and women receiving degrees. Students are nominated for 
this honor by faculty or staff. Selection of the student speaker 
is based upon grade point average; character; public speaking 
ability; participation in University academic, cultural and social 
activities; and a strong commitment to the Catholic and Lasallian 
values that are central to the Mission of Lewis University.

FATHER AQUINAS COLGAN AWARD
The Father Aquinas Colgan Award is presented to a graduating 

senior who has shown exemplary personal, intellectual and social 
development in the spirit of the Mission during his or her years 
at Lewis University. Established in 1955, the award is presented in 
memory of Father Aquinas Colgan, O.Carm., who was chaplain early 
in the University’s history. A U.S. Army chaplain during World War 
XXة�ǘƵ�ƮǞƵƮ�Ȍȁ�wƊɯةׅׄ׉ׁ�ة׆��ɩǘǞǶƵ�ƊɈɈƵǿȯɈǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�ȲƵȺƧɐƵ�Ɗ�ɩȌɐȁƮƵƮ�
corpsman. Father Aquinas is remembered for his character, 
heroism, persistence in pursuing goals and deep personal faith. 

GRADUATION HONORS 
Bachelor’s degree recipients are eligible to graduate with 

University honors if they have achieved cumulative grade-point 
averages as follows: 3.500 - 3.749 cum laude, formerly Honors;  
3.750 - 3.899 magna cum laude, formerly High Honors;  
3.900 - 4.000 summa cum laude, formerly Highest Honors. 
JȲƊƮɐƊɈƵة�ƊȺȺȌƧǞƊɈƵ�ƊȁƮ�ƧƵȲɈǞ˛ƧƊɈƵ�ȺɈɐƮƵȁɈȺة�ƊȺ�ɩƵǶǶ�ƊȺ�ƦƊƧǘƵǶȌȲٚȺ�
degree recipients who have not earned a minimum of 56 
classroom hours at Lewis, do not participate in honors designation. 
Graduation honors will be indicated on the student’s diploma 
and transcript. Ceremony honors are tentative and subject to 
ƮƵǐȲƵƵ�ƧƵȲɈǞ˛ƧƊɈǞȌȁخ�IȌȲ�ƧƵȲƵǿȌȁɯ�ȯɐȲȯȌȺƵȺة�ȺɈɐƮƵȁɈȺ�ǘȌȁȌȲ�
cords are assigned as follows: cum laude (white cord); magna 
cum laude (red cord); summa cum laude (gold cord). 

VETERANS AND -0y C  BT.0281en-USJ EMC  /P <</Lang (en-2 1 Tf 0.01 Tw [(m)-2 (agn)-1.9 (a)-10 ( )]TJ EMC EERw [(m)ICE PTJ EMERSONNELum laude)]TJ EMC  ET /P <</Lang (enn-Un-US)/MCID 1798 >>BDC  8 0 0 8 40.447 212.90f 0.01 Tonors Un(en-US)/
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John Baptist de La Salle was born 
into a world very different from our 
Ȍɩȁخ�RƵ�ɩƊȺ�ɈǘƵ�˛ȲȺɈ�ȺȌȁ�ȌǏ�ɩƵƊǶɈǘɯ�
parents living in Reims, France over 
300 years ago. At the age of sixteen, 
De La Salle was named Canon of 
the Reims Cathedral, a high-level 
position in the Church. Though he 
had to assume the administration of 
family affairs after his parents died, 
he completed his theological studies 
and was ordained a priest on April 
9, 1678. Two years later, he received 
a doctorate in theology. Meanwhile, 
De La Salle became involved in 
a project that involved training a 
group of rough and barely literate 
men to become teachers in order 
to establish schools for poor boys.

At that time, few people lived in 
luxury, and most were extremely 
poor: peasants in the country and 
slum dwellers in the towns. Only the 
wealthy could send their children 
to school. Moved by the plight of 
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�e Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace is part 

of Lewis University’s institutional 
academic regalia. Made of 
hand-turned cherrywood and 
measuring 36 inches long, the 
Mace, at its top, features a dual-
sided cherry-framed bronze 
medallion depicting, on one 
side, the Seal of Lewis University 
and on the other, a relief of 
Saint John Baptist de La Salle, 
Founder of the De La Salle 
Christian Brothers and Patron 
Saint of Educators. An engraved 
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�e Mission Statement of Lewis University

A Catholic University 
in the Lasallian 
Tradition
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About Lewis University
Lewis University is an independent Catholic institution of higher 

learning, sponsored by the De La Salle Christian Brothers. The 
University offers a values-based curriculum with more than 90 
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University Accreditation

	 Lewis University is accredited by, and a member of, the Higher 
mƵƊȲȁǞȁǐ�!ȌǿǿǞȺȺǞȌȁخ��XȁȱɐǞȲǞƵȺ�ƧȌȁƧƵȲȁǞȁǐ�ȲƵǐǞȌȁƊǶ�ƊƧƧȲƵƮǞɈƊɈǞȌȁ�
should be directed to the Higher Learning Commission,  
��²ɐǞɈƵةخ�mƊ²ƊǶǶƵ�²Ɉخ�²׀׃ׂ �خׄ׀׆׀׆��XǶǶǞȁȌǞȺةǘǞƧƊǐȌ!�ة׀׀ׇٌׅ
By phone, (800) 621-7440 or (312) 263-0456.

Program Accreditation

College of Aviation, Science and Technology (CoAST)
	 Department of Aviation programs are approved by the Federal 
Aviation Administration under Title 14 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR): Approved Dispatcher Program, Approved Flight 
School, and Approved Aviation Maintenance Technician School.
	 The Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
is accredited by the Engineering Accreditation 
Commission of ABET, www.abet.org.

College of Business (CoB)
	 The College of Business programs are accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs.
	 The M.S. in Project Management is accredited by the 
§ȲȌǯƵƧɈ�wƊȁƊǐƵǿƵȁɈ�XȁȺɈǞɈɐɈƵ�JǶȌƦƊǶ��ƧƧȲƵƮǞɈƊɈǞȌȁ�!ƵȁɈƵȲ�
for Project Management Education Programs (GAC).
	 The M.A. in Organizational Leadership Professional and 
0ɮƵƧɐɈǞɨƵ�!ȌƊƧǘǞȁǐ�ƧȌȁƧƵȁɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ƧƵȲɈǞ˛ƧƊɈƵ�ƊȲƵ�ƊƧƧȲƵƮǞɈƵƮ�
Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�XȁɈƵȲȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�!ȌƊƧǘǞȁǐ�IƵƮƵȲƊɈǞȌȁـ�X!Iف�ƊȺ�Ɗȁ��ƧƧȲƵƮǞɈƵƮ�
Coach Training Program (ACTP)/Level 2 training program.

College of Education and Social Sciences (CoESS)
	 The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related 
Educational Programs (CACREP), a specialized accrediting body 
recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA), has granted accreditation to the following program 
in the Department of Psychology at Lewis University: Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling, M.
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Distinguished A�liates
FOUNDERS
Michael Fitzpatrick (1844-1933)

Frances Fitzpatrick (1847-1950)

Bishop Bernard J. Sheil, D.D. (1888-1969)

Frank J. Lewis, AFSC (1867-1960)

Franciscan Brothers of the Holy Cross

HONORARY FOUNDERS
Bishop Bernard J. Sheil, D.D. (1965)

Bishop Martin D. McNamara, D.D., AFSC (1965) 

 ȲȌɈǘƵȲ�Xٵخ§ǘǞǶǞȯة�I²!فׅ׆׉ׁـ�

Mrs. Frank J. (Julia Deal) Lewis (1965)

(Ȳخ�XȲɨǞȁǐ�!ȲȌɩȁفׅ׆׉ׁـ�

Brother Leander Paul McGinnis, FSC (1965)

Arthur J. Schmitt, AFSC (1965)

Reverend John Brennan (1966)

William Joyce, Sr. (1966)

Thomas H. Andersen (1967)

Brother Louis De La Salle Seiler, FSC (1967)

John R. Lewis, AFSC (1967)

A.P. Dailey (1967)

Dr. Leslie J. Farrington (1968)

Albert H. Luke (1968)

Matthew Stefanich, AFSC (1983)

Frank J. Gospodaric, AFSC (1983)

Brother Joel Damian, FSC (1984)

Peter J.J. Kosiba (1999)

Brother James Gaffney, FSC (2015)

Brother Raymond McManaman, FSC (2020)

PRESIDENTS
Bishop Bernard J. Sheil (1932-1951),  
President Emeritus

Admiral Herbert J. Grassie (1951-1954)

General Paul X. English (1954-1960)

Brother Leander Paul McGinnis, FSC  
(1960-1967)

Brother Paul French, FSC (1967-1971),  
President Emeritus

Dr. Lester Carr (1971-1976)

Dr. Paul A. Whelan (1977-1981)

Brother David Delahanty, FSC (1982-1987)

Brother James Gaffney, FSC (1988-2016),  
President Emeritus

Dr. David J. Livingston (2016+ )

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Donald Dew ’78 

Bryan Durkin ’82, ’93, Treasurer

Timothy Ferrarell ’79, ’83, Vice Chair

Dr. James Girard ’67

Colonel Duane Hayden ’88

(Ȳخ�XȁƵɹ�jƵǶǶƵǘƵȲ�ׇׇٚ

Mary Lancaster ’88

Scott Likens ’96

Congressman Dan Lipinski

Dr. David Livingston

Barbara J. Martin ’77, ’85

Brother Ernest Miller, FSC

wǞƧǘƊƵǶ�wȌȲƵ˛ƵǶƮ�ׇٚ׈

Pamela Mott, AFSC ’79, ’87

Karleen Mussman 

Kevin Newquist ’78

Dr. Brennan O’Donnell

Dr. Kathleen Cieplak Owens

Michael Parker ’77, Chair

Christopher Perry ’87

William Rybak ’73, AFSC, Chair Emeritus

Anthony Sam ’07, ’08

Eduardo Sanchez

Brother Joseph Saurbier, FSC ’72, ’79

Brother Larry Schatz, FSC

Carol L. Schneider ’78

Jeffrey J. Stahl, Secretary

Larry Tucker ’84

Carlos Velázquez Meixueiro

Leah Wallace

President, David J. Livingston, Ph.D.

Provost, Christopher Sindt, Ph.D.

Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy 
�Ǐ˛ƧƵȲة�ªƊɯǿȌȁƮ�jƵȁȁƵǶǶɯة�wخ²خ

!ǘǞƵǏ��ȯƵȲƊɈǞȁǐ��Ǐ˛ƧƵȲة�Rخ�ÀƵȲƵȺƊ�jȲƵǯƧǞة�w0خƮخ

!ǘǞƵǏ�wǞȺȺǞȌȁ��Ǐ˛ƧƵȲ�ƊȁƮ�ßǞƧƵ�§ȲƵȺǞƮƵȁɈ�ǏȌȲ�
Student Life, Kurt Schackmuth, Ph.D.

Vice President for Enrollment 
Management, Ashley Skidmore, M.A.

Vice President for University 
Advancement, Colleen Ahearn, M.S.

!ǘǞƵǏ�RɐǿƊȁ�ªƵȺȌɐȲƧƵȺ��Ǐ˛ƧƵȲة�(ƊɨǞƮ�!ȲȌȁƊȁة�hخ)خ

Vice President for Diversity, 
Shireen Roshanravan, Ph.D. 

Dean, College of Aviation, Science and 
Technology, Christopher White, Ph.D.

Dean, College of Business, Ryan D. Butt, D.B.A., J.D.

Dean, College of Education and Social 
Sciences, Christopher Kline, Ph.D.

XȁɈƵȲǞǿ�(ƵƊȁة�!ȌǶǶƵǐƵ�ȌǏ�RɐǿƊȁǞɈǞƵȺة�IǞȁƵ��ȲɈȺ�
and Communications, Mark Swain, M.F.A.

Dean, College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, Susan Muller, Ph.D.

Administration
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Land Acknowledgment
 

Lewis University humbly 
assumes a centuries-old 
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American Academic Costume
 

Agriculture
Maize
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One University Parkway
Romeoville, IL 60446
(815) 838-0500 
lewisu.edu


